[How does gender influence oral health?].
Most oral diseases show gender-specific differences in prevalence. This is true for common diseases such as caries and periodontitis, which are considered the main causes of tooth loss, affecting women more often than men. Furthermore, other diseases, e.g. temporomandibular joint dysfunction, malignant oral tumours, and several diseases of the oral mucosa show differing incidences between men and women. This is confirmed by empirical evidence from studies in Germany and other European countries, the USA, and emerging nations in Amercia and Southeast Asia. The present article aims to summarize gender-specific knowledge on oral health and present perspectives for future research. The main focus is on tooth loss and edentulism, a key measure of oral health, and their main causes, i.e. caries and periodontitis.